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GENERAL MEETING

Last month the meeting was held on the 30th of April 2004. 

Unfortunately Gustav could not make it and cancelled on the last minute, so the best was made of the time available. 

Wulf Haacke gave an interesting and detailed talk about taxonomy of reptiles. Arno then finished off the evening with a questions and answer session which was most informative. 

There were tea and biscuits available for all the members afterwards. Many thanks to Jo who provided the snacks, and to all those who helped.

The next meeting is to be held on the 28th May 2004. The time will be 19h30 for 20h00 as usual. 

NEWS FROM SOUTH AFRICA

Croc rescued from KZN beach
27/05/2004 Edited by Elmarie Jack
Johannesburg - A crocodile was rescued from a Richard's Bay beach in the north coast of KwaZulu-Natal this week, SABC television news reported on Thursday. 

The 2.5m-long crocodile was reported to have made its way to the beach from the nearby Lake Mzingazi on Tuesday. 

Trained crocodile hunters were called to rescue the animal as it would not have survived in salt water, the SABC reported. 

Exotic pet expo a concern
25/05/2004 Edited by Anthea Jonathan
Johannesburg - Exhibiting exotic animals and reptiles at a forthcoming pet expo will send out the wrong message, the Animal Welfare Coalition said on Monday. 

Spokesperson Christine Kuch said the coalition would happily support the World of Dogs and Cats and Pet Exhibition (Wodac) if animals present were restricted to dogs, cats, caged birds, fish and horses under proper care. 

But, said Kuch, "No snakes or reptiles would be approved." 

Kuch said it was wrong to encourage children to keep exotic animals and as pets. Some reptiles lived for decades, and could not simply be thrown away when they became inconvenient. Also, reptiles pose a possible health hazard to humans as they carry salmonella. 

Even indigenous snakes may not be kept without a permit, although many are kept illegally. 

Exhibiting them encouraged children to think it was "cool" to own them, Kuch said. The illegal catching and selling of indigenous reptiles placed the reptiles at risk of extinction. 

There was also the ecological risk of exotic animals escaping from captivity. If they survived, they could, like the tahrs on Table Mountain, seriously upset the ecological balance. 

If they did not survive, they died miserably of hunger, thirst or exposure. 

Exhibiting exotic animals encouraged the trade in endangered species, Kuch said. Even if the purpose of displaying them was educational, children would want to own them as pets. 

Kuch emphasised that the coalition - made up of the Animal Anti Cruelty League, the Society for Animals in Distress, the Dispensary for Sick Animals, the Livestock Animal Welfare Association, the National Council of SPCAs and the SA Veterinary Association - had no objection to a pet expo as such. 

"But let them be cats, dogs, budgies or goldfish. Traditional pets that we can manage," she said. 

The organiser of Wodac, Brian Blades, could not be reached for comment on Monday. 

Wodac runs at the Northgate Domein Johannesburg from May 28 to 30. 

Crocs keep divers from body
10/02/2004 Edited by Tisha Steyn
Malelane - Police divers have been unable to search for the body of a teenager who was snatched by a crocodile in the Kruger Park as that part of the river is teeming with the reptiles. 

Fanyana Mthetwa, 15, and his friends were fishing in the Crocodile river in the Kruger national park on Saturday afternoon when a crocodile lunged from the water and snatched him. 

Inspector Leonard Hlathi for police said the friends, from a nearby farm, witnessed Mthetwa reappear three times, before he finally disappeared. 

The police and parks board employees have been searching for his body ever since, but to no avail. 

Hlathi said that particular stretch of water was infested with crocodiles, making it impossible for divers to enter. 

Inspector Louis Stander of Malelane police confirmed: "We haven't been able to enter the water yet because of the threat to the divers." 

He said the community and police were hoping that the boy's body might eventually float to the surface "if the crocodiles haven't already eaten him". - Sapa/African Eye News 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Pet lizards eat dead owner
By RANDALL CHASE-- The Associated Press


DOVER, Del. (AP) -- Several flesh-eating pet lizards were found feasting on the corpse of their owner in his apartment, police said. 
Police were called to Ronald Huff's apartment in Newark, Del., on Wednesday after a relative became worried because Huff failed to show up for work, investigators said. 
Officers found Huff's body on the floor, with his pet Nile monitor lizards feeding on his flesh. The state medical examiner is investigating the cause of death. 
Huff, 42, had last been seen Sunday, New Castle County police said. 
Workers with the Delaware Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals recovered seven lizards, the largest measuring 6 feet long and weighing 25 pounds. 
"They're alive and well," said SPCA director John Caldwell. He added that one of the reptiles recovered was acting aggressively, "actually going toward you, mouth open." 
Caldwell said the lizards have small but very sharp teeth and muscular, whip-like tails that can seriously injure a person. In the wild, they eat eggs, birds and other animals, he said. 
"In captivity, we feed them raw chicken and liver. You can also feed them hard-boiled eggs," he said. 
The SPCA will try to place the lizards with zoos or educational groups, Caldwell said. Barring that, they will be euthanized. 
The lizards are considered exotic pets in Delaware and cannot be acquired without a permit from the state Department of Agriculture. 
State veterinarian Dr. H.W. Towers said the department stopped issuing such permits for New Castle County residents in 1997 after the county passed an ordinance to stop the proliferation of exotic pets. 
Caldwell said he was told that Huff was granted an exotic pet permit several years ago. Towers said he didn't know, however, if Huff had permits for all the lizards. 
"If somebody had come for seven monitor lizards, somebody would have said something to me," Towers said. 

THE TRADING POST
If you would like to advertise anything reptile-related in the Newsletter please contact the editor before the 2nd last Friday of every month. This service is available free of charge to members for private ads and a small fee is charged to companies.

PHOTO COMPETITION

A photo competition will be held on www.snakes.co.za for the month of June. The competition commences on the 1st June 2004 and the closing date will be the 30th June 2004. For those who have internet access please feel free to submit digital photos on the photo competition gallery. Great prizes to be won. Rules and conditions apply. 

YOU MIGHT BE A HERPER IF…

· You have ever found yourself rolling change to buy snakes.

· You have ever taken 3 dozen hatchlings to a friend’s house, ordered pizza, and had a probing party.

· You have ever given a C-section to a mouse who died giving birth because you really needed pinkies.

· You had to buy an extra freezer to keep the mice in because your 20 cubic foot freezer wasn’t big enough.

· You have ever had blood stains in your vehicle from rescuing an injured turtle from the highway.

· You can tell the difference between a dead mouse and a dead reptile by smell alone.

· If, due to a power failure, everyone in the house had to stay home to hold a snake under their shirt for warmth.

- Clay Devenport – (www.arbreptiles.com/herpif.html)

MAY BIRTHDAYS

On behalf of the THA we would like to wish you all a happy birthday.

01 – Rudi Bagchus

01 – Rikus Fischer

12 – Stuwart Maseko

21 – Zane Jageman

23 – Debbie Heunis

28 – Martin Buitendag

28 – Vaughan Veale

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

On behalf of the THA we would like to wish you all a happy birthday.

01 – Dylan van Wyk

03 – Chrisjan van den Heever

04 – Jolandi Olivier

11 – Gavin Pelser

18 – Nigel Clarke

21 – Shabeer Bhoola

23 – Kobus Strydom

26 – Feroz Khan

26 – Mathys Lourens

29 – Raul Marques

30 – Paul Murphy

30 – Mark Myburg

EDITORS NOTE

Thank you to those who submitted articles. We would like to request original articles, which have been written by members. A Nyoka News is due soon. 
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