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     August / Augustus 2005
GENERAL MEETING

The last meeting was held on the 29th July 2005.
Mike Perry was the guest speaker and showed slides and shared his experience in Mahli with us. 
The next meeting is to be held on the 26th August 2005. The time will be 19h30 for 20h00 as usual. Gustav will be giving a talk about breeding. 
NEWS FROM SOUTH AFRICA

Snakes are big business 
South African Broadcasting Corporation Copyright © 
2000 - 2005 SABC - August 15, 2005, 16:45

Snakes are fast becoming big business in South Africa, with a small imported snake costing up to R2000, while a fully grown snake could set you back by up to R1.4 million. 
Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal and the North West are the three known major reptile breeders in the country. A snap survey by the herpetology association in Gauteng indicates that there are an estimated 8 000 snakes being kept as pets in Gauteng households alone. 
Crocodiles, lizards, snakes, tortoises and sea turtles are all reptiles, with dry skins covered by horny scales which are either smooth or mildly to extremely spiny. Reptiles occupy most habitats in the country. 
Chris van der Merwe, breeder and snake owner, said: "It's been there for 20 years or more but I'll say the last four years it has picked up dramatically in terms of that your normal person looking for a pet actually goes and look for a snake". 
South Africa has many attractive reptile species which are highly sought after on both the local and international pet markets. Many people keep snakes because they are quiet and relatively low maintenance. 
Big business 
South Africa's great bio-diversity is a magnet for unscrupulous collectors around the world. Reptiles are in great demand by overseas markets. 
The muti trade also accounts for a considerable amount of illegal harvesting of animals. The problem is compounded by the fact that the reptile collecting community around the world tends to be tightly knit. This means that accounts of illegal trade do not easily reach the ears of nature conservation officials. 
Reptiles are traded live as pets or for their parts, particularly their skins, for certain leather products. Millions of live reptiles are sold each year. The US imported just under two million live reptiles in 2003 alone. 
More than 460 reptile species traded world wide are listed on the Convention on International trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. South Africa is also part of the convention and special permits are needed to keep these animals as pets. There is still a huge gap in policing the illegal market.
NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Thirty-Five New Sri Lankan Frogs Discovered
Thirty-Five New Sri Lankan Frogs Discovered, But Seventeen Previously Known Species Have Disappeared And Eleven Are On The Verge Of Extinction During Ten Year Study (Seven New Lizard Species Were Also Discovered). 6/30/05 Yahoo Asia News Service 

Researchers confirmed 35 new species of frog in Sri Lanka's dwindling rain forest over the past decade but also found that 17 frog species have disappeared and 11 others face imminent extinction unless their habitat is protected. 
"We need a concerted effort from the government together with international agencies" to preserve the frogs' rain forest habitat, warned researcher Rohan Pethiyagoda, "or it's not going to be only the frogs that will be in trouble." 
Pethiyagod and his team also found 50 previously unknown species of snails, 17 new crabs, seven new lizards, and a mysterious new species of mouse deer, according to their decade-long study published Thursday in the peer-reviewed Raffles Bulletin of Zoology. 
Pethiyagod and his team scoured Sri Lanka's rain forests and compared what they found with Sri Lankan wildlife collected earlier and preserved in museums in London, Paris and Berlin. They found that 17 frog species previously found no longer existed in the wild.

"Sri Lanka's frogs are in deep trouble ... It's a desperate situation," Pethiyagoda said in a telephone interview with the Associated Press, adding that captive breeding may be necessary to save 11 species on the brink of extinction.

The 35 new frog species boosts Sri Lanka's frog diversity to 105 _ including the 17 now extinct _ and an additional 35 are in the process of being classified, Pethiyagoda said. Sri Lanka is home to 3 percent of the world's frogs, he added. 
The study raises Sri Lanka's profile as an amphibian biodiversity treasure trove, even challenging tropical islands ten times larger like Madagascar and New Guinea, which have similar numbers of frog species. 
In the study, Pethiyagoda wrote that less than 5 percent of Sri Lanka's rain forest has survived the massive expansion of agriculture of the past two centuries. 
Many of the forests were cleared during the British colonial rule from 1815-1948 to make way for rubber, coffee, and tea plantations. 
Three of the newly discovered tree frog species lay very sticky bright green eggs on similar colored leaves that develop into young frogs _ skipping the tadpole stage _ and emerge as smaller versions of their parents. 
Although the pace of biodiversity research has accelerated, Pethiyagoda said, biodiversity managers and scientists need more engagement with the government and the public. 
"Only then can an effective strategy be developed for securing the integrity of biodiversity as a whole, and preventing further extinction," he said

NEWS FROM OTHER ASSOCIATIONS

South African Herpetofauna – Courtesy of the Cape Reptile Club
This month’s featured snake is one EVERYONE would like to have in their collection, but can’t. One of Africa’s, indeed the world’s, rarest pythons, the Angolan Python. There are many people who consider this snake to be a southern sub-species of python regius, the ball python. This snake is HEAVILY protected, and expect to pay upwards of R15000 for a LEGAL one.
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Common name: Dwarf python
Scientific name: Python anchietae
Other common names: Angolan python

A relict specie pushed into a small and fragile habitat in south-western Africa by the encroaching Saharan Desert, these are one of the rarest pythons in captivity. Usually matures at under five feet in length. Unique among pythons in having raised conical scales, they bear a resemblance to the closely related Ball Python.

General description: This is a small python species, with moderate girth, a slender elongate neck and a large head distinctly wider than the neck. The scales on the body are domed with little overlap. The body is somewhat flattened, likely a modification for dwelling in rocks. Hatchlings and juveniles are patterned in colours of chocolate brown and tan or yellow. Adults are paler, with colours of greenish-brown, brown and tan.

Average adult size: 1-1.2m

Distribution: south-western Angola south through the northern half of Namibia. Dwarf pythons are found inland from the coast along a rocky escarpment at an elevation of about 1000-2000 feet. They are closely associated with the occasional natural springs that occur in this otherwise extremely dry area.

Comments: This is a very uncommon species in captivity. Most US captives are descended from one pair of snakes that were once at the Houston Zoo. In recent years there has been some new blood out of Europe that is being bred into the US captive lineage of this species.

Therefore, in summary:

I. DESCRIPTION: 

· The dwarf python has a broad head and small, tubercular head shields.

· Its upper lip has five heat-sensitive labial pits.

· Its body scales are small, smooth and in 57 to 61 rows.

· The dwarf python's head has a large, triangular reddish-brown mark that is bordered by a white, black-edged band.

· Its body is pale red-brown, with black-edged, white spots and bands.

· Its belly is yellowish with a few brown spots.

II. GEOGRAPHICAL RANGE AND HABITAT: 

· Dwarf pythons can be found in southern Angola and northern Namibia.

· They inhabit rugged, dry, rocky sand veld and riverine bush.

III. DIET: 

· Dwarf pythons eat small birds and occasionally rodents.

IV. LIFE CYCLE/SOCIAL STRUCTURE: 

· Female dwarf pythons lay about five large eggs in November, which hatch in 60 to 70 days.

· Females may shiver during incubation.

V. SPECIAL NOTES/ADAPTATIONS: 

When captured, the dwarf python rolls into a tight, defensive ball and hide its head. 
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ARTICLES

Offspring as a Result of Probable Extended Sperm Retention in a Female Colombian Boa Constrictor (Boa constrictor imperator)– an Account

By B. W. Smith

April 15, 2005

Introduction:

Sperm retention has been long documented in many species of snakes and other herpetofauna. Sperm retention is the ability of a female’s body to store sperm from a mating for months or even years in order to produce future offspring.

Most accounts of sperm retention in boas is limited to a matter of a few months between mating and ovulation. At the time of ovulation, the retained sperm is utilized to fertilize the eggs. Detailed below is an example of a female Colombian Boa Constrictor (Boa constrictor imperator) giving birth to viable young after retaining sperm for a period of approximately twenty-one months.

Narrative:

In this instance, the female Wild Type (standard color and morphology for wild specimens, “WT”) Colombian Boa Constrictor (Boa constrictor imperator), deemed by the author “BCI03CFU”, is approximately 6 ½’ in length. On July 3, 2003, she gave birth to a litter of offspring sired by a male Wild Type Colombian Boa Constrictor (Boa constrictor imperator) that for the purpose of this work shall be deemed “WT Male”. The breeding was conducted by a private breeder who possessed both snakes. Copulation, Ovulation, and Post Ovulatory Shed dates are not recorded. But given general information on the breeding cycle of the Colombian Boa Constrictor (Boa constrictor imperator), it is logical to assume that the Post Ovulatory Shed occurred in March 2003 which would place time of Ovulation in February 2003 with breeding probable before and after Ovulation. The litter consisted of twenty-one offspring. Shortly thereafter, the Wild Type female Colombian Boa Constrictor (Boa constrictor imperator), “BCI03CFU”, and one of the subsequent offspring came into the author’s possession. The sire, “WT Male” remains in the collection of the private breeder.
In mid-2004, a Super Salmon Type male Colombian Boa Constrictor ( Boa constrictor imperator), hereafter deemed “SS Male”, came into the author’s possession. Salmon is an incomplete dominant genetic morph of hypomelanism. When a Salmon Type is bred to a Wild Type, approximately 50% of the offspring will be Salmon Type1. Super Salmon Type is a dominant genetic morph of hypomelanism. In this case, the breeding of a Super Salmon Type with a Wild Type will produce 100% Salmon Type offspring2,1. The Super Salmon Type male Colombian Boa Constrictor (Boa constrictor imperator), “SS Male”, that was acquired has been bred by the previous owner numerous times to multiple females and has been proven to be a Super Salmon Type (100% of offspring produced were Salmon Type).
The author, in late 2004, introduced “SS Male” to two female Wild Type

Colombian Boa Constrictors (Boa constrictor imperator), a virgin boa deemed “BCI01CFU” and the aforementioned “BCI03CFU”. The majority of the breeding activity of the male was dedicated to “BCI01CFU”. Very little copulation was witnessed with “BCI03CFU”. However, “SS Male” did stimulate “BCI03CFU” to ovulate on November 25, 2004. Post ovulatory shed occurred on December 9, 2004.
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On April 8, 2005, the female “BCI03CFU” gave birth. This was 120 days after the Post Ovulatory Shed. The offspring ratio was 100% Wild Type, 0% Salmon Type. The clutch produced 14 unfertilized eggs, stillborn, and 8 offspring. All of the offspring were of diminished body mass. Five of the eight offspring died within 2 hours of birth. The remaining three offspring were significantly less than the average neonate weight4,5 for Boa constrictor imperator. The birth weights listed below were acquired after the absorption of the yolk sac. 
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Conclusion:

The female Colombian Boa Constrictor (Boa constrictor imperator) deemed “BCI03CFU” seems to have retained the sperm from the sire deemed “WT Male” for approximately twenty-one months. The Super Salmon Type male Colombian Boa Constrictor (Boa constrictor imperator), “SS Male”, induced ovulation in the female Colombian Boa Constrictor (Boa constrictor imperator) deemed “BCI03CFU”. The retained sperm from “WT Male” then likely fertilized the ova of “BCI03CFU”. Given the extended time of probable sperm retention, the majority of the sperm cells seem as though they were either not viable or were severely deteriorated. This is evident by the low fertilization rate of ova, low survival rate of viable offspring, and low body mass of viable offspring. Further evidence that the April 8, 2005 clutch of offspring is the product of retained sperm is that each of the offspring produced were Wild Type. Had “SS Male” contributed sperm to the fertilization, then those offspring would be Salmon Type as per the genetics of Salmon Type and Super Salmon Type described above. Thus, it is viable to conclude that the offspring produced by “BCI03CFU” on April 8, 2005 were likely the exclusive product of sperm retained from a breeding in February 2003 with “WT Male”, and ovulation was induced by the “SS Male” in November of 2004. 

In this instance, it is likely that sperm that had been retained by a female Colombian Boa Constrictor (Boa constrictor imperator) for twenty-one months produced viable offspring. The resulting offspring exhibited an average of 53.5% lower body mass than a typical neonate, while their length remained within what would be considered accepted ranges. There is a possibility of parthenogenesis. However, given the information available, Long Term Sperm Storage is the more logical conclusion. Further testing would verify whether this is an instance of LTSS or Parthenogenesis.
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Familiarity breeds contempt.

I have always told anyone listening that there are two types of venomous snake keepers. There are those that will be bitten and those that have been bitten. I don't take pride in my new category, but the difference between the one and the other is a simple mathematical equation namely time.
In the past my friends and acquaintances have commented on how casual I am around cobras, (and Naja nivea in particular) but I believe it to be a frame of mind and not negligence per say. The occasional acts of complacency is due to bad habits that have developed over a number of years, which in turn supports the time-equation theory.
My wife Felicity informed me Sunday morning the 10th April 2005 that if I still wanted to remain on the guest list for the family luncheon with the in-laws I should manage speed appropriately. I had four Cape Cobra, a male Boomslang, a few mole snakes, a slug eater and a water snake to release, and wanted to do so en route to Simonstown. I jumped out of bed, opened the cobra enclosure, and pulled a few toward the opening with a hook so to make a selection.
I then used my right hand to operate a rubber - coated tool to pin one while outstretching my left hand to secure the animal's head.
I glanced over to check the other cobra for potential traffic and was surprised to find the "pinned" Cobra had attached itself to the base of my left hand thumb. By taking my eyes off the animal I indicated my contempt through familiarity.
I quickly removed the animal from my hand and replaced it in the enclosure. I did not waist time in fastening a temporary pressure bandage and a light tourniquet.

Three decisions presented themselves all at once.
1) How was I going to tell my wife that I was not going to attend the
luncheon anytime soon?

2) How was I going to travel to Tygerberg hospital without driving myself, as asking my wife would lead to some serious side effects?

3) Who would I trust to be able to speak for me when I was not able?

I contacted a friend for assistance and mentioned to Felicity in passing that I thought I'd been scratched and needed a second opinion. Within 10 minutes I was being whisked away at high speed in the direction of Tygerberg Hospital, and an experience I would not wish on my worst enemy.
While being transported the hospital was informed of my arrival, which assisted the time factor. On arrival the duty doctor was a little taken aback as I "casually" walked into the ward and calmly explained what had happened and what was about to happen regards symptoms due to a neurotoxin envenomation. My left hand showed significant swelling and a light blotchy red coloration accommodated with local pain so I personally had no misgivings about what to expect.
The final symptom was my throat closing and not being able to swallow or breath. This took approximately four and a half hours after bite. The vegetable state followed after waking up after passing out due to suffocation. I woke to find tubs and pipes sticking out of me and quickly discovered that I was not able to move any limb or even my eyes. I could hear every thing around me and was able to breath and if I tried hard enough dribble on myself.

Due to refusing anti-venom I ended up spending seven days in ICU. I eventually left the hospital aided by my wife and daughter with out the staff's permition. My escape did not go without incident as I tried to walk
but spent most of the time (two hours) falling down and getting up.
My thumb is still a little stiff at the joint and slightly painful to move after 4 months. If you ever want to be a quadriplegic on life support and enjoy being helpless and at the mercy of what ever happens around you, this is the way to go. 

O`yes a state hospitals bill for this R&R is R11 500.00. 
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

On behalf of the THA we would like to wish you all a happy birthday. 

10 – Terry Habib

15 – Michaela van Wyk

17 – Coleen Field
18 – Stacey Keppie

23 – Janet Montagu

24 – Charlotte Lourens

31 – Natasja Slabberts

30 – Anco Pretorius
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

On behalf of the THA we would like to wish you all a happy birthday. 
  2 – Veronica Lourens

  3 – Raymond Clarke

  3 – Raymond Coxen

  3 – Hayley Dady

  6 – Heidi Pfeifer

  7 – Veon Husselman

  7 – Marietjie Lourens

12 – Allen Gordon

13 – Johan Laurens

14 – Kotie Slabberts

16 – Wesley Bemelman
17 – Ernst de Bruin

18 – Bradley Coats
22 – Christiaan van den Heever

24 – Hettie Crafford-Vassiloudis

24 – Steven Vassiloudis

30 – Victor Jageman

30 – Ray Stanbury

EDITORS NOTE

Thank you to those who submitted articles. We would like to request original articles, which have been written by members. Please visit our website www.tha.co.za. We are open to any suggestions to improve the website. 
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