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GENERAL MEETING

The last meeting was held on the 24th June 2005.
Arno Naude discussed a new initiative to help record Reptiles and Amphibians in South Africa. For information on the initiative and how to get involved, please visit www.saherps.net. 
The next meeting is to be held on the 29th July 2005. The time will be 19h30 for 20h00 as usual. Mike Perry will be the guest speaker for the evening. 
NEWS FROM SOUTH AFRICA
Guinea pig saved from being snake's snack July 21 2005
The SPCA will lay criminal charges against a Polokwane reptile park for trying to feed a live guinea pig to an anaconda.

Richard Fraenkel, a member of the SPCA in Polokwane, was attending to a complaint received from the public at the Wildthingz park when he saw the distressed guinea pig in the farthest corner of the anaconda's tank.

"The guinea pig backed into the farthest corner of the cage or tank and appeared to be in distress," the SPCA said.

"The guinea pig was removed and confiscated by the SPCA.

"It is the intention that criminal charges will be laid."

The SPCA said an official warning under the Animals Protection Act would be issued to Wildthingz, instructing the park that the feeding of live prey must cease immediately and that criminal proceedings would be brought against it.

"The 'feeding of live prey' is a criminal offence in terms of the Animals Protection Act No 71 of 1962. It is the practice of placing a live animal in a captive situation with a predator, to be attacked and eaten," the SPCA said.

This is not to be confused with the prey-predator relationship in the wild, the SPCA said.

"Captive animals are in a completely different situation and 'feeding live prey' is often the easy way or soft route taken by people with captive animals.

"There are accepted and humane ways to feed captive predators."

No one from Wildthingz was available for comment. - Sapa
NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Tsunami pushes leatherbacks towards brink June 14 2005
By Simon Denyer

New Delhi - They survived the dinosaurs, but leatherback turtles may have moved one step closer to extinction when last December's tsunami washed away some of their most important nesting beaches in India's Nicobar islands.
The remote Nicobars, more than 1 300km east of the Indian mainland, are one of the world's four most important nesting sites for the critically endangered leatherback, the largest living marine reptile 
"We have lost three major beaches which are globally significant," said Harry Andrews of the Madras Crocodile Bank, who has been surveying the population for years.
"I am not sure whether those beaches will form again because water has gone far inland. If that is the case, leatherback turtles are going to have a major problem."
The leatherback is fast losing its battle with man, the global population of adult females falling from 115 000 in 1980 to fewer than 25 000 today. It is already close to extinction in the Pacific, and could disappear entirely in a matter of decades.
Fishing is a major culprit, with nets snagging the turtles and propellers slicing through their flesh. Development and disturbance of their nesting sites is even more of a threat.
That is why the relatively undeveloped Nicobars are so important. A recent survey found at least 3 000 nesting there.
But the islands, close to Indonesia's Sumatra, sank up to two metres into the sea after the tectonic shifts which caused the December 26 earthquake.
The world-renowned Galathea beach on Great Nicobar, where tourists would come to watch the leatherbacks haul themselves up onto the sand every year to nest, has been largely washed away.
Three other turtles, including the hawksbill and the olive ridley, also nest on the islands.
Andrews said those could find new beaches to nest, to replace the ones lost. The monsoon may also create new beaches this year.
But the larger leatherback, which can grow to more than two metres long and weigh up to 500kg, could find it harder finding new nesting sites.
"They won't be able to find other beaches because the beaches are too small or too close to reefs," said Andrews. "They need deep water and nest at the mouth of rivers or creeks. For some reason they also don't swim over reefs for nesting."

"We may lose one of three largest populations in the world."
Leatherbacks have been around for at least 65-million years. They can dive up to 1 000m in search of their favourite food, jellyfish, and migrate hundreds of kilometres every year; even in arctic waters.
Even before the tsunami, Andrews and other experts were increasingly worried about the future of marine turtles in the Nicobars and their sister islands, the Andamans to the north.
Fishing kills up to 3 000 of them every year in the archipelago. One survey found 40 percent of leatherbacks nesting on Great Nicobar had propeller gashes, some bleeding profusely.
Sand mining for buildings has also destroyed 16 nesting beaches in the Andamans alone since 1981. Feral dogs, domestic pigs and tourism are also deadly threats.

While the Nicobars sank, the Andaman group was raised by the earthquake, exposing reef flats around many islands. That has made several important nesting sites inaccessible.
On the Indian mainland coast of Tamil Nadu, the tsunami was better news for the olive ridley, whose numbers had been steadily increasing recently thanks to strenuous conservation efforts.
Every year, turtles were killed by trawlers or snagged in nets, but the decline in fishing after the tsunami allowed more to nest safely in Tamil Nadu than for many years.
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PERMIT APPLICATIONS
There is a lot of conflicting information regarding permits. This is to set guidelines for the members for future reference. A meeting between the committee members will be set up in the near future in this regard. 
Permits are only required for Indigenous reptiles in Gauteng. Exotic reptiles do not require permits at this stage. This could change within the next year or so.

Nature Conservation will not issue permits unless you are a member of a Herpetological Association and the Chairman / vice Chairman has to sign all permit applications before sending it to Nature Conservation. You are responsible for your own permit application. A fee of R100 is charged, by Nature Conservation, per new permit application. You can however list several species on each permit application. 
The THA has set guidelines for the members in order for them to obtain permits. The guidelines are as follows:

In order for you to obtain a permit, you need to be an active member of the THA for at least 6 months. Active means that you must attend meetings on a regular basis. 
You then need a “donor”. That would be a person who has either a keeping permit or a catching permit, who will write the said reptile off his / her permit to you. 

If you intend keeping Venomous Indigenous species, it is compulsory that you attend and pass the Venomous Handling and Snake Identification & Snake Bite Treatment courses, presented. 

To obtain a Catch and Release permit you must be an active member for at least 3 years. It is also compulsory for you to pass both Handling and Snake Bite & Identification courses. This permit is ONLY for removal of problem reptiles. 

This permit will only be approved by the permit officer in areas where there is a need for persons to remove problem reptiles. 99% of these reptiles are released, unless it is injured then may be kept for a maximum of 6 months. 
(Guidelines are subject to change without prior notice)
JUNE BIRTHDAYS

On behalf of the THA we would like to wish you all a happy belated birthday. (You thought we forgot about you.)

  1 – Dylan van Wyk

  3 – Chrisjan van den Heever

  4 – Yolandi Olivier

11 – Gavin Pelser

18 – Nigel Clarke

21 – Shabeer Bhoola
23 – Kobus Strydom

26 – Feroz Khan

26 – Mathys Lourens

29 – Raul Marques

30 – Paul Murphy

30 – Mark Myburg
JULY BIRTHDAYS

  2 – Ali Smith

  5 – Vaughan Seale

10 – Cynthia Havenga

18 – Damien Olivier

31 – Ester Marais

31 – Casper van der Linde

On behalf of the THA we would like to wish you all a happy birthday. 
EDITORS NOTE

Thank you to those who submitted articles. We would like to request original articles, which have been written by members. Please visit our website www.tha.co.za. We are open to any suggestions to improve the website. 
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